Tli's W ee k at O ur Lady of the £)lac mu 
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Monday, December 22 

1 Samuel 1:24-28; 1 Samuel 2:1, 4- 
5, 6-7, 8abcd; Luke 1:46-56 (violet) 

8:00 am: Daily Liturgy 

(Intention: For the repose of Sam 
Guiliano) 

6:30 - 8:00 pm: Cub Scouts 
6:30 pm: Gatherings of Grace 
Core Team Meeting 

Tuesday, December 23 

St. John of Kanty, priest 
Malachi 3:1-4, 23-24; Psalms 25:4- 
5ab, 8-9, 10 & 14; Luke 1:57-66 
(violet) 

8:00 am: Daily Liturgy 

(Intention: That we may say yes 
like Mary) 

7:00 - 8:30 pm: Boy Scouts 

Wed. Morning, Dec. 24 

2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; 
Psalm 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29; 

Luke 1:67-79 (violet) 

8:00 am: Daily Liturgy 

(Intention: For the Health of 
Morris Kosters) 

Food Pantry Closed 

Wed. Evening, Dec. 24 

The Nativity of the Lord 
Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 89:4-5, 16- 
17,27, 29; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; 
Matthew 1:1-25 or 1:18-25 (white) 

5:00 pm: Christmas Vigil 
Liturgy (Intention: For the Gift of 
Children) 

Thursday, December 25 

The Nativity of the Lord 
Isaiah 9:1-6; Psalm 96: 1-2, 2-3, 
11-12, 13; Timothy 2:11-14; Luke 
2:1-14 (white) 

12:00 am: Christmas Midnight 
Liturgy (Intention: For the repose 
of John Zollar) 

Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 98:1, 2-3, 3- 
4, 5-6; Hebrew 1:1-6; John 1:1-18 
or 1:1-5, 9-14 (white) 

9:00 am: Christmas Liturgy 

(Intention: For the repose of 
Cheryl Rohl) 

Church Offices Closed 

Friday, December 26 

Feast of St. Stephen, first martyr 
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Psalm 
31:3cd-4, 6 and 8ab, 16bc and 17; 
Matthew 10:17-22 (red) 

No Daily Liturgy 


Saturday Morning, December 27 

Feast of St. John, apostle and evangelist 

1 John 1:1-4; Psalm 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; John 20:1a and 2-8 (white) 

8:00 am: Daily Liturgy 

(Intention: For improved health of Kent Antonsen) 

9:00 am - noon: Food Pantry 

Saturday Evening, December 27 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 or Genesis 15:1-6; 21:1-3; Psalm 128:1-2, 3, 4- 
5 or Psalm 105:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9; Colossians 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 or 
Hebrews 11:8, 11-12, 17-19; Luke 2:22-40 or 2:22, 39-40 (white) 

3:30 - 4:30 pm: Sacrament of Reconciliation 
5:00 pm: Sunday Liturgy (Intention: For the parish family at 
OLBH) Sacrament of Baptism Brett Michael Spear 

Sunday, December 28 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 or Genesis 15:1-6; 21:1-3; Psalm 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 or Psalm 
105:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9; Colossians 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 or Hebrews 11:8, 11-12, 

17-19; Luke 2:22-40 or 2:22, 39-40 (white) 

8:00 am: Sunday Liturgy (Intention: For the repose of Sam Guiliano) 

10:30 am: Sunday Liturgy (Intention: For peace and healing in our families) 

4:00 - 8:30 pm: World Youth Day Reunion 


Mass Ministry Schedules 


12/24 -12/25 

Wed. 5:00 pm | Midnight | Thurs. 9:00 am 

Bread Baker 

Cecelia Keller 

Altar Servers 

Chris Van Asma 

Curt Mahaffy 

S. & K. Wilson 

B., H, & E. 
Ehresmann 

M. Czmowksi 

K. & A. Evans 

C. Weaver 

M. Didriksen 

Precious Body 

Lorinda Collings 

B.A. Ferley 

D. McCormick 

Precious Blood 

Judy Wilson 

Roberta Balzer 

Betsy Van Asma 

Tom Van Asma 

Greg Sass 

B. Czmowski 

Marty Quinn 

J. Silbernagel 

Dennis Fisher 

C. Didriksen 

John Wang 

Cathy Wang 

Lectors 

Kathy Van Asma 

Ken Van Asma 

Cathy Sass 

B.A. Ferley 

John Usera 

B. Usera 

Sacristans 

K. & K. Van Asma 

C. & C. Thompson 

J. & C. Wang 

Ushers 

Jayme Hunt 

Reggie Hunt 

Becky Wentz 

Ken Wentz 

Bob Wentz 

Pam Wentz 

Choir 

12/27 -12/28 

Child./Teen Choir 

j Sat. 5:00 pm 

Combined Choir 

| Sun. 8:00 am ( 

Combined Choir 

Sun. 10:30 am 

Bread Baker 

Betsy Van Asma 

Altar Servers 

Chris Van Asma 
Matthew Van Asma 
David Strand 

Jack Tidemann 

H. Schroeder 

Liam Schroeder 

Tyler Corbine 
Andrew Corbine 

K. McCaskell 

Precious Body 

Betsy Van Asma 

L.Williamson 

John Usera 

Precious Blood 

Greg Sass 

Tom Van Asma 

Katie Strand 
Stephanie Strand 

Brenda Jacobs 

J. Schubauer 

Pat Suiter 

Diane Clarke 

B. Usera 

Ken Van Asma 
Kathy Van Asma 
Judy Nelson 

Lectors 

Greg Sass 

Cathy Wang 

L. Williamson 

J. Williamson 

Michele Bucholz 

T. McCaskell 

Sacristans 

C. & P. Cresalia 

B. & M. Jacobs 

K. & K. VanAsma 

Ushers 

Bernard Wiehl 
Loretta Wiehl 

The Inman 

Family 

Brad McCaskell 

A. Denekamp 

Choir 

Lori Miller 

R’s Minstrels 

Lori Miller 




Last minute Christmas gifts 
and stocking stuffers 
available at 

ST MARTIN GIFT SHOP 
(off Sturgis Road). 
343-8011 



Intercessory Prayers 

Life and Health Concerns: Joe 

Creek, Nancy Sass, Kent Antonsen, 
Sr. Margret Hinker, Sam Guiliano, 
Pat Hettesscheidt, Michelle 
McCarrick and Morris Kosters. 
Repose: Sara Beth Sewell 


Collection Report 

December 13-14, 2008 


Loose . $ 699.50 

Envelopes . 887.00 

Student. 14.65 

Adopt a Seminarian . 0.00 

Building Fund . 30.00 

Other . 296.82 


Total .$1927.97 






JESUS 

is still ihe bestest 
5*rft of qII! 




5p ar ^ s from Y ather 

As we approach the Christmas season, 
the coming of Emmanuel into our lives 
again, I am mindful of God’s generous 
gift to us in the sending of His Son to enter into a 
friendship that brings us salvation. The gift of Mary and 
the powerful response of her “yes” come to mind too, 
even though she did not fully comprehend God’s plan for 
her, she is still willing to say yes to the unknown. 

This is truly the season to reflect on the gift of others in 
our lives and in this parish community, as well as the 
gift of ourselves as we help to bring this Christ child, 
Emmanuel, to life again. Each year we pray that this 
happens in a more profound and deeper way than the 
previous year. 

Y or the Rjde M ome 

Scripture 

• I will fix a place for my people Israel; (2 
Samuel 10) 

• I will give you rest from all your enemies. (2 
Samuel 11) 

• For you have said, “My kindness is established 
forever” (Psalm 89:3) 

• according to the revelation of the mystery kept 
secret for long ages but now manifested 
through the prophetic writings and, according 
to the command of the eternal God, 
made known to all nations to bring about the 
obedience of faith, to the only wise God, 
through Jesus Christ (Romans 16:25b-27) 

• May it be done to me according to your word. 

(Luke 1:38) 



M ar *h 

My wish and my hope for all of you in this last Sunday of 
Advent, as we make our final preparations to celebrate 
the greatest gift of all, the gift of the Incarnation of 
Christ, is that we take the time to let the Spirit of Advent 
lead us into season of Christmas that we may find 
ourselves being manifested too. 

Come Lord, Come Lord Jesus and do not delay for my 
heart is ready this time to be the gift you offer to all. 

Blessings in our holy journeying this season, 


by ~J cd£> er gh 


Reflection 

• Are you able to say without reservation, “be it 
done to me according to your word?” 

• How is it possible to act with so much faith? 

• What is the result of this simplicity of spirit 
that allows a recognition of the gifts of Jesus? 

Each of us has his own path to tread and it is 
more beautiful if it is offered by God. It is foolishness 
to want another one, and we incur pointless suffering 
if we insist on things that do not exist or on paths not 
made for us. 

To accept the Kingdom of Heaven within us 
means to accept the vocation that God prepares for us 
through the reality in which we live. 1 


1 Carretto, Carlo, The Desert in the City, Translated by Barbara Wall, (New York, William Collins Sons & Cos. Ltd.) 1979, p.57. 











OL5H r arish News 


Gatherings of Grace Report 

Gatherings of Grace took place each month this fall. 
Although there is no cost for participants, free will 
offerings help cover the cost of the meal provided, as well 
as materials used during the Gathering. During the fall 
season, many people (youth and adults) participated. 
Below is an accounting of attendance and free will 
offerings from each month’s Gathering. 


Month 

Adults 

Youth 

Free will offerings 

September 

42 

36 

$245 

October 

79 

79 

$198 

November 

58 

76 

$146 

December 

65 

70 

$130 

Totals: 

244 

261 

$719 


Bishop Cupich will be here for our next Gatherings of 
Grace on January 14 from 6:00 - 8:00 pm. The topic is 
the Mass. Please mark your calendars now. It should be a 
great evening for us at the parish as we gather across the 
generations to learn more about the source and summit 
of our lives—the Eucharist. For more information please 
e-mail or call Teresa Thompson our Coordinator for 
Gatherings of Grace. 

OLBH Volunteer Appreciation Party 

In appreciation for all the volunteers at OLBH, Fr. Mark 
and the staff invite you to a party in your honor on 
Sunday, January 4 th , from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. here at 
OLBH. Let us thank you for the gifts you have given! 

An Invitation to Nonpracticing Catholics 

The church has changed and you may not know it! Has it 
been a while since you've been to Church? Are you mad 
at the Church or God? Please give us—and yourself— 
another chance. Join us for informal sessions for 
nonpracticing Catholics. We would like to 
know your feelings and try to address 
your questions. The meetings will be held 
at Our Lady of the Black Hills on six 
consecutive weeks Tuesday evenings 
beginning January 13, 2009. If you have 
any questions in the meantime, please 
call 787-5168. 

Men's Group Starting up at OLBH 

Men in our faith community will have an opportunity to 
encounter God and one another more fully through a 
method of communal prayerful and life related approach 
to the Sacred Scriptures. Tentative beginning times and 
dates are Tuesday evening, January 13 th at 7:00PM in the 
rectory or library or on Saturday, January 24 th after the 
8:00 am Mass. Please contact Dave Allardyce for more 
information: 791-2303. 

Looking for a tax donation? 

The music ministry is proposing to add monitors that will 
help the music ministers to be able to hear each other’s 
voices better, to achieve proper balance and to sing in 
tune with each other. If you are looking for an end of the 
year tax donation and would be interested in helping out 
with this project please give Fr. Mark a call. 



Our Lady of Charity 

The Knights of Columbus will be hosting a prayer service 
for Our Lady of Charity on Tuesday December 30th at 
7:00 pm. 

Our Lady of Charity of El Cobre, Cuba (Nuestra Senora de 
la Caridad del Cobre) may not be as well known in 
American culture as Our Lady of Guadalupe. But one can 
find Our Lady of Charity’s image in churches around the 
world. Wherever Cuban refugees have resettled, they have 
brought with them their devotion to la Caridad. She is in 
a side chapel at the pre-eminent Marian shrine in the 
United States, the Basilica of the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C. 

The story of Our Lady of Charity is a rather simple one. 
Like many other Marian apparitions, it occurred in a 
nameless place and involved ordinary people. Around the 
year 1600, three boys were sent to gather salt needed to 
preserve the meat of the town’s slaughterhouse, which 
supplied food for the workers and inhabitants at the 
Spanish copper mines near Santiago, Cuba. Two of the 
boys were native Indians and brothers, Rodrigo and Juan 
de Hoyos, and the third was a 10-year-old black slave, 
Juan Moreno. On their way back to Santiago del Prado 
(modern El Cobre) and halfway across the Bay of Nipe, 
they encountered a fierce storm that threatened to 
destroy their frail boat. 

Suddenly, the waters calmed. In the distance the boys 
saw a white bundle floating on a piece of wood that they 
mistook for a sea bird. In reality, it was a small statue of 
Mother Mary holding the infant Jesus in her left arm and 
a gold cross in her right. Inscribed on the wooden board 
were the words, Yo soy la Virgen de la Caridad (I am the 
Virgin of Charity). According to recorded testimony, 
despite the motion of the ocean waves and the storm, 
neither the image of Mary nor her white robes were wet. 

The crowned head of the original 16-inch-statue is made 
of baked clay covered with a polished coat of fine white 
power. Her feet rest on a brilliant moon, while angels 
spread their golden wings on a silver cloud. The child 
Jesus raises his right hand as in a blessing, and in his 
left hand he holds a golden globe. A popular image of Our 
Lady of Charity includes a banner above her head with 
the Latin phrase “ Mater Caritatis Fluctibus Maris 
Ambulavif (Mother of Charity who walked on the road of 
stormy seas). 

The youths brought the statue back to their village of 
Barajaguas, where a chapel was built and the image 
venerated by all who heard the story. Much like Our Lady 
of Guadalupe for the Mayan Indians, Our Lady of Charity 
instantly became a pilgrimage site, a reminder for the 
underprivileged that their heavenly Mother cared and 
stood beside them. El Cobre was to 
be the first place in Cuba where 
freedom was won for slaves. 

A portrait on display in the narthex 
for the past few weeks is on loan to 
our parish through the Knights of 
Columbus and will continue to 
travel around the state in January. 

Please join us in an hour of prayer 
to honor Our Lady of Charity. 













[diocesan News 


The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 

“The human person is not only sacred, but social. The 
God-given institutions of marriage — a lifelong 
commitment between a man and a woman — and family 
are central and serve as the foundations for social life. 
Marriage and family should be supported and 
strengthened, not undermined.” 

Faithful Citizenship: A Catholic Call to Political Responsibility, p. 13, 2003, 

USCCB www.usccb.org (use search option) (From the Diocesan Pro-Life Commission 
Faithful Citizenship Committee) 

Christian Family Planning Seminar 

The next Christian Family Planning Seminar will be offered 
by the Natural Family Planning Ministry on Saturday, 
January 17 th , 9:00 a.m. - Noon at St. Joseph’s in 
Spearfish. This seminar is a requirement for engaged 
couples getting married in the Diocese of Rapid City. 
Married couples, or anyone who wants to learn more about 
Natural Family Planning, are encouraged to attend. For 
more information, or to register, call Jill or Kathy at Family 
Life Ministries at 343-3541. 

Marriage Encounter Weekend 

Marriage Encounter Weekends are a time for married 
couples to examine their lives together - to know each 
other more completely and love more deeply. You will 
learn effective ways to dialogue, and have opportunities to 
share feelings, fears, hopes, and joys. The next Marriage 
Encounter Weekend is February 13-15, 2009 at Broom 
Tree Treat Center, Irene, SD. Contact Curt & Rochelle 
Lauret at 605-362-9145. Pre-registration is required. 

Married Sweethearts 

The 2009 Married Sweethearts Mass & Dinner-Dance, 
“ Snow In Love!” will be held on Saturday, February 7, 
2009. Mass is at 5:00 p.m. at Our Lady of the Black Hills, 
Piedmont; the dinner-dance will follow at Stagestop 
Receptions, Piedmont. Registration fee: $50/couple. 
Registration required. Registration deadline is January 
30 th ! NO late registrations will be accepted after January 
30 th ! For more information, please call Kathy at Family 
Life Ministries at 343-3541 or e-mail at kcordes@diorc.org 

Come, Let Us Adore Him 

40 Hours Adoration - 10 th Annual Celebration at St. 
Therese, the Little Flower (532 Adams St., Rapid City; 
phone 605-342-1556). The celebration begins with Mass 
on Sunday, December 28 th at 5:30 PM ~ Feast of the Holy 
Family ~ consider a holy hour with your family. Adoration 
begins at 6:30 PM and continues through Mass on 
Tuesday, December 30 at 10:30 am. Mass on the 30 th will 
be followed by a celebration! 

To Jesus through Mary 

Make your Marian Consecration! You are invited to make 
or renew your Marian Consecration following the 
preparation for Total Consecration according to St. Louis 
de Montfort. The preparation prayers begin December 31 
with a consecration date of Feb. 2, 2009, the Feast of the 
Presentation of the Lord. For more information contact 
Theresa Witte at wittes@knology.net . 


Happiness is an Inside Job 

Level II Separated & Divorced Support Group, “ Happiness Is 
An Inside Job”, begins at 7:00 p.m., Thursday, January 8 th 
at St. Therese Church, 532 Adams St., Rapid City. Level II 
is an eight-week non-denominational support group using 
John Powell’s book by the same name. The group is 
designed to help those who are separated or divorced to 
deepen their healing experience and find new meaning and 
purpose in their lives. Previous Level I attendance helpful 
but not required. Registration fee (includes the book) is 
$38.00. Pre-registration is required! For information, 
contact Jill at Family Life Ministries at 343-3541. 

Thanks from the Catholic Daughters 

The winner of the Star Quilt raffled by the Catholic 
Daughters is Bertha Engle. Thank you to the following for 
making this raffle possible: Flowers of Many Colors from 
St. Isaac Jogues, Nancy Bradsky for her generous 
donation of the quilt, Mickey Becket for the ticket design, 
and to all those who purchased tickets. You are all to be 
commended. 

Men, mark your calendars! 

Annual Diocesan Men’s Retreat - March 20-22, 2009! 
This year’s retreat, “ Walk with Jesus”, will be held at 
Storm Mountain Retreat Center and directed by Msgr. 
William O’Connell. Watch your bulletin for more 
information or call at Family Life Ministries, 343-3541. 

Property for Sale by the Diocese 

Real estate for sale by Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help, which includes a house and 2 garages and 8 lots 
located at 3 & 11 E Quincy St. The land is close to SD 
School of Mines & Technology, asking $100,000. Please 
contact Beth Strain at Cathedral Rectory at 520 Cathedral 
Drive, 342-0507 or email beth@cathedralolph.org. 

Heal Your Grief 

The Bereavement Support Group is an eight-week non- 
denominational support group for anyone grieving the loss 
of a loved one. The group begins at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, 
January 26 th , at Blessed Sacrament Church, 4500 
Jackson Blvd., Rapid City. Please come early to register! 
For information or to pre-register call Janece Rieman, 343- 
5547 or Jill at Family Life Ministries, 343-3541. 

Rachel's Corner 

The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I 
proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all 
the people ... in the city of David a savior has been born 
for you who is Messiah and Lord.” - Luke 2:W-n May the 
unending love of Our Savior fill your heart with hope, 
grace, and peace. If someone you know is experiencing the 
emotional trauma of an abortion, they can become a new 
creation in Jesus Christ. Encourage them to attend the 
next Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat™ and experience His 
redeeming grace. Contact Carol Kling for information 
about area retreats at 605-374-5639 or 
ckling@sdplains. com or go to the diocesan website: 
www. rapidcitydiocese. org / Ministries / F amilyLife. htm . For 
more information, contact the national office at 877-467- 
3463 or www.rachelsvineyard.org . 







